The malleus and the body of the incus are seen through the atticotomy.
The otoscopic view is that of the left ear of a 45-year-old woman who was asymptomatic (figure).A wide atticotomy was discovered durin g a general medic al check-up. The tympan ic membrane was in its norm al position and was mildly scarred. Some epithelial flakes had migrated at the level of the postero superior border of the atticotomy. The cavity otherwise appeared to be free of any retained debri s. The patient had a history of otitis durin g childhood. Her hearing was norm al.
The supposition is that recurrent inflammatory episodes led to the progressive destru ction of the scutum.The favorable evolution of this inflamm ation could be considered to represent a spontaneo us cure, for which no surgica l treatment is indic ated . However, it is wise to obtain computed tomo graphy to verify the size of the cavi ty and the status of the mastoid , which is very likely to be sclero tic. The patient should be adv ised to undergo an annual ear eva luation to detect possible acc umulatio n of ceruminous or epi thelial debris.
From the Pulec Ear Clinic, Los Angeles (Dr. Pulec), and Gap, France (Dr. Deguine). 
